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Copyright & Ethical Considerations for Digitization Projects

Overview

Welcome to copyright! For an overview of what copyright is and how it might apply to your
materials, consider visiting the following resources:

Copyright at UBC

Copyright at SFU: Copyright Basics
Navigating Copyright For Museums

Our Digital World: Canadian Copyright FAQ

Sometimes you may need to consider things beyond basic copyright law when thinking
about whether or not you can digitize materials.

Here are some topics within copyright that may be useful:

Creative Commons

Public Domain

Fair Use or Fair Dealing

Intellectual Property and Copyright

Choosing Rights Statements and Creative Commons Licenses (BCHDP Support

Guide)

Types of Materials and Their Copyright Considerations

Certain materials you may want to digitize have unique copyright considerations, and in
some cases, ethical considerations. If you need more information for the type(s) of
material(s) you are interested in digitizing, we have organised copyright considerations by
type, below.

Indigenous Materials
Oral Histories
Objects

Artwork
Photographs

Newspapers
Audiovisual Materials

Books

NGO ROD =

Indigenous Materials

e Indigenous Archives Toolkit



https://copyright.ubc.ca/
https://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/academic-integrity/copyright/faqs#:~:text=%C2%A0copyright%20FAQs.-,Copyright%20basics,-What%20is%20copyright
https://museums.ca/site/reportsandpublications/museonline/winter2021_interview
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/
https://fair-dealing.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/heritage-information-network/services/intellectual-property-copyright.html
https://1sfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/offceln_sfu_ca/EXsVv05CfEhLtqQg077Q4vYBkz4lUfK_f-gb8B3AN_F7AQ?e=PceWYa
https://1sfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/offceln_sfu_ca/EXsVv05CfEhLtqQg077Q4vYBkz4lUfK_f-gb8B3AN_F7AQ?e=PceWYa
https://www.aabc.ca/Indigenous-Archives-&-Record-Keeping
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o Digitization and Preservation of Indigenous Materials
Digital Ethics and Reconciliation in Libraries and Archives
IKBLC: Indigitization Toolkit
Traditional Knowledge (TK) Labels
TK Notices and Labels Guide

Oral Histories

e Concordia University Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling: Ethics
e (Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21: Carrying Out an Oral History Project
e Concordia Art History: Oral Histories (Copyright Section)

Artwork

e Qur Digital World: ‘Works’ under Copyright
e Copyright at UBC: Public Domain in Canada Guide
e Owning a Work versus Owning Copyright

Photographs

e QOur Digital World: Photograph Copyright (Table)
e Copyright and Privacy in Photography
e Copyright at UBC: Public Domain for Images

Newspapers

e Copyright at UBC: Public Domain for a Work Created for Hire (i.e. a newspaper

article)
Our Digital World: Newspaper Copyright (includings scrapbooks and clippings)

ASMN Copyright Determinations: An Example Guide from UFV

Audiovisual materials

e OQOur Digital World: Films and Videos and Sound Recordings

Books

e Copyright at UBC: Public Domain for Literary, Dramatic or Musical Work, or

Engravings
e Copyright at UBC: Public Domain for Authorship



https://www.aabc.ca/Indigenous-Archives-&-Record-Keeping#:~:text=Digitization%20and%20Preservation%20of%20Indigenous%20Records
https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/handle/1828/10652
https://indigitization-toolkit.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2018/03/2018-Indigitization-Toolkit-v04.pdf
https://localcontexts.org/labels/traditional-knowledge-labels/
https://1sfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/offceln_sfu_ca/EcVQmRtDcZhAlZ80r2qU8-sBjWYWMiaHLpFTEZ0otdnRUw?e=7cUg4g
https://storytelling.concordia.ca/resources/ethics/
https://pier21.ca/blog/emily-burton-phd/collaboration-oral-history-research
http://art-history.concordia.ca/RVACanada/oralhistories.html#:~:text=Copyright%20Act%20(Canada)
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/#6:~:text=top-,What%20are%20%E2%80%98works%E2%80%99%3F,-Copyright%20protects%20all
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/#4:~:text=to%20digital%20media.-,If%20my%20institution%20owns%20the%20material%2C%20don%E2%80%99t%20we%20own%20the%20copyright%20too%3F,-No.%20Ownership%20of
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/copyright-general-rules/#:~:text=author%20%2B%2050%20years-,Photographs,-(incl.%20postcards)%20taken
https://cippic.ca/en/FAQ/Photography_Law
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=3.-,Images,-a)%20Photographs%20(physical
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=Work%20created%20for%20hire%2C%20i.e.%20in%20the%20course%20of%20employment
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=Work%20created%20for%20hire%2C%20i.e.%20in%20the%20course%20of%20employment
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/copyright-general-rules/#:~:text=author%20%2B%2050%20years-,Newspaper,-articles%20or%20clippings
https://1sfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/offceln_sfu_ca/EW24_maePqRKp6zKfxurGRwBgRsqD6Hot2MhwBIU7RX_TQ?e=jpXFGR
https://ourdigitalworld.net/resources/copyright/copyright-general-rules/#:~:text=author%20%2B%2050%20years-,Films%20or%20videos,-Author%0ANote%3A%20The
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=Literary%2C%20dramatic%20or%20musical%20work%2C%20or%20engravings
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=Literary%2C%20dramatic%20or%20musical%20work%2C%20or%20engravings
https://copyright.ubc.ca/public-domain/#:~:text=1.-,Authorship,-(A)%20Known%20Single
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